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THE EXPLORERS IN AFRICA 

1.Who is an explorer? 

A person who leaves his country to another 

country or continent to search for information. 

 

2.Why did the explorers come to Africa? 

-To find the sources of R. Nile. 

-To find areas of trade. 

-To find geographical information about 

Africa. 

 

3.Problems that were faced by explorers in 

Africa 

-Hostile tribes 

-Tropical diseases. 

-Poor transport 

-Harsh climate 

-Shortage of supplies. 

-Attacks from wild animals 

-Language barriers. 

 

4. What were the effects of the European 

explorers (results) 

-Physical features were renamed. 

-Africa was opened to the rest of the world. 

-Friendship and links between Africa and 

Europe started. 

-They discovered areas of trade. 

-Explorers gave information to traders and 

missionaries. 
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5.Name the first explorer to come to Africa. 

Bartholomew Diaz 

 

Bartholomew Diaz 

-He was a Portuguese. 

He wanted to find a sea route to India. 

He was the first explorer to sail around Cape 

Town. 

6.Why did Bartholomew Diaz call Cape 

Town the Cape of Good Hope? 

-He had hope that they Portuguese would soon 

find the sea route to india 

7.What made Bartholomew Diaz not to 

complete his journey to India? 

-He was affected by storms. 

-He lacked supplies. 

 

Vasco Da Gama 

-He was a Portuguese explorer who 

discovered the sea route to India. 

-He started his journey from Lisbon, Portugal. 

1.What problems were faced by Vasco Da 

Gama during his journey to India? 

- Lack of supplies. 

- Storms 

- Diseases like scurvy 

2.Why was it necessary for Vasco Da Gama 

to find the sea route to India? 

-To avoid the high taxation from the Ottoman 

empire. 

-He wanted to ease trade between India and 



 

Portugal. 

3.Name the items of trade the Portuguese 

wanted from India 

- Spices 

- Silk 

- Gold 

EXPLORERS TO WEST AFRICA 

Mongo Park 

-He tried to find the source of R. Niger 

-He died at Bussa Falls. 

Other explorers 

Richard Lander, John Lander, Gordon Laing 

and Hugh Clapperton also tried to find the 

source of R.NIGER 

Questions 

1. Why was West Africa called the White 

man’s grave? 

Many white men died from there. 

2. How did Mungo Park meet his death? 

He drowned at Bussa Falls. 

3. Mention three problems that were faced 

by Explorers in West Africa. 

i) Hostile tribes. 

ii) Tropical diseases. 

iii) Attacks from wild animals 

 



EXPLORERS IN UGANDA.1 

1. 1(a).Who is an explorer? 

 

       ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

              (b).Name the country from where most explorers came? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Which society sponsored explorers to Uganda? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

3. . Why did the Europeans call Africa a dark continent? 

 

     ______________________________________________________________________  

 

4. . Identify the physical feature which was the major interest of most explorers to  

 E.    Africa? 

 

     ______________________________________________________________________  

 

5. . State reasons why explorers came to Uganda? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

6. . Write down explorers who came to Uganda? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

7. . State three reasons why explorers had to report to Zanzibar first before coming to   

     Uganda? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

8. . What was the entry point of most explorers into the interior of East Africa? 

 

    ___________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
 



 

 

9. . Why did explorers pass through Tanzania not Kenya which was a direct route? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

 

10. . Name the first explorer to East Africa to find the source of River Nile? 

 

    ______________________________________________________________________  

11. . How was River Nile responsible for the coming of European Explorers to Uganda? 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

12. . How was king Rumanyika of Karagwe of help to the explorers who came to Uganda? 

 

   ________________________________________________________________________  

 

13. . Name the first European to see the source of River Nile? 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

14. . Why was L.Nalubaale named L.Victoria? 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

15. . Why did Speke and Grant name the falls at the point Rive Nile leaves L. Victoria 

Ripon  falls. 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

16. . Why is John Speke remembered in the history of Uganda? 

 

   ________________________________________________________________________  

 

17. . Identify findings for the following explorers in Uganda? 

(i). John Speke. 

 

   _______________________________________________________________________  

 

(ii).Sir Samuel Baker. 



 

   _______________________________________________________________________  

 

 (iii).H.M Stanley. 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

(iv).Chaille Long. 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

(v).Joseph Thompson. 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

18. . Why did Samuel Baker name the falls he saw on Victoria Nile, then Murchison falls. 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

 

19. . How did H.M Stanley prove that L.Victoria was the source of River Nile? 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

20. . Why was H.M Stanley sent to East Africa in 1874? 

 

    _______________________________________________________________________  

                  

 

Well done. 

You got a correct answer all. 

You can find answer out next day. 

 

Have a great day! And Take care be safe. 
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